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1 KINGS vu. 13. 
7 thy Servant a Dog that he ſhould do this great Thing ð 


IH Es E are the Words of Z7azae] to the Prophet 
Eliſha when he foretold his Advancement to the 
Throne of Spr7a, and his barbarous and inhumane 


Treatment of the Children of Jrael. 


The Story is very remarkable. For firſt that tender Love 
nd Concern which it is natural for a good Man always 


1 d retain for his own. Country however idolatrous and 


Wicked, is deſcribed by the Prophets looking ſo wiſhfully 
4 pon Hazael, and falling into Tears at the diſmal Pro- 
pet of the things which were ſhortly to befall his own 


A, 6 ö eo ple the Children of IJſrael, at the — and 127) Verſes. 


md he ſettled his Countenance ſtedfafily untill he was 


£2 Wamed: and the Man of God wept. And Hazael ſaid why 
Neeepeth my Lord? And he anſwered, becauſe I know the 
Foil rat thou wilt do unto the Children of 1ſrael. Their 


9 8 


rong holds wilt thou ſet on fire, and their young Men 


Joik vba, Jay with the Sword, and wilt daſh their Children 
Jud rip up their Women with Child, It was this View of 
Ni Country's Calamities, dat ws the Prophets Tears, 


Which 


2 A Sermon Preach d before | 

which Z7azae] wondered at, not knowing the Cauſe of therlſprk of 
| Secondly, from Hazaels Reply to the Prophet we ma a day 
© obſerve that he was greatly [=o and ſhocked at t Night. 
bare Mention of the Barbarities he was to commit, anPM bac 
ſeem'd to entertain Z/ſha's Prediction with Abhorrenee true 
well as Amazement. But what? Is thy Servant a Di pactice 
that he ſhould do this great thing? as if he had ſaid, do yo eve 
take me for a Man of ſo fierce and unrelenting a Nature,thatPv5 4 
ſhould ever take Delight in ſuch ſtrange Inhumanities ; Mnfouf 
murdering poor harmleſs Infants, and ripping up helpleſ tural 


2 


women big with Child? Suppoſing I had Power, can ychregon 
imagine me to be ſo rocky and hard. hearted, ſo perfect gndeav 
void of the common Sentiments of Humanity, as to execui 5 
ſuch monſtrous Cruelties even upon my molt bitter and i F [1 
reconcileable Enemies? N ncile 
Now tho' we do not find afterwards an Hiſtorical an® 
exact account of his particular Actions of this kind, yt 
frequent Notice is taken of his Oppreſſions of the /7ſrachzey 
in general, in the Hiſtory of the Lives of the Kings of? 
{ſracl, who fat upon that Throne during the Time tha 
he was King of Syria. And particularly in the 1374Chaptd 
of this Book at the 5:4 Verſe we find that 7ſrae/ was one 
reduced to a very inconſiderable Body indeed, and tha 
their King Jehoahaz had but fifty Horſemen, and ten Chit 
rwts, and ten thouſand Footmen : the Reaſon of which *$ 
there given; becauſe the King of Syria (which was this ver In 

-. Perſon Hazael) had deftiroy'd them, and had made them hit 
the duſt by Threſhing, as it is there expreſs d. So that there if 
not the leaſt Reaſon to doubt, but that he fully accompliſhe® 
afterwards what the Prophet foretold then of him. 2 
Now the Obſervation I would make from this Example pf Pc 
as pertinent to the preſent Occaſion, is this. That in a lon 
Courſe of Wickedneſs it comes to paſs that men are at lai 
reconciled to what they formerly abhorr'd, whilſt their nz Tons 
tural: notions of good and evil remained clear and diſtind$ 
and their minds were as yet upright and unperverted. 1 


was a very wile ſaying of the Latin Poet, 2 It 
* Nemo repente fait turpiſſimus. —— ave 


For a perfect Villain, as well as a perfect good Man is th 


wg Fuv, Sat. S> wort 


| the Vniverſſty of Oxford. 3 

thenork of ſome Time. He ſtarts not up like a Muſhroom 
e ma a day or two, or like Zozah's Gourd that ſprang up in 

at ti Night. A regular Progreſs muſt be made, and certain ſtages 

, anfÞm bad to worſe are neceſſary to be run thro. And this 

nee true as well with Reſpect to Men's Principles as their 
2 DFactices. Nor indeed is it otherwiſe to be conceived how 

lo yolen ever prevail with themſelves to commit Acts of very noto- 

,thadipus and exemplary Villany, till they have changed and 

es: Anfounded, or at leaſt extremely defaced and darkned their 

elpl Macural Notions of Virtue and Vice. Having laid down the 
n yolgregoing Obſervation from the Inſtance in my Text, 1 ſhall 
fect88 deavour to illuſtrate the Truth of it. 

xecu _ 18 
nd i FIRST, by ſhewing whence it is that Men become re- 
Epnciled both to thoſe Opinions and Practices, which once 
anthey could not think on without horrour and Deteſtation. 
2% SECONDLY, by proving it true in fact, and giving 
gs olnſtances of it with Reſpect to Both. And in doing this 1 
> thahall have regard partly to the Rebellion in theſe King- 
aapteſ oms, on account of which we are now met to humble our 
oncfelves before God, and partly to the preſent Times. 


C FIRST, I am toſhew whence it comes to paſs that Men 
ich {Once unprejudiced in their Judgements, and ſincere in their 


ver intentions become in Tract of Time reconciled ..to thoſe 


z li} Wicked Opinions and Practices which formerly they could 


ere! hot think, or hear of without Horror and Deteſtation. But 
iſhe{Here I do not intend to give an Account of the ſeveral Preju- 
ices and Miſchiefs arifing from Education, Humour, Luſt 
npleſ bf Power, Profit, or Pleaſure, each of which is apt to in- 


lond eline a Man to think and do wickedly at one Time or 


| laif another, but only to ſuggeſt the general Cauſes and Rea- 
na ſons of Men's total Defection from Sincerity and Upright- 
ind neſs in their Dealings, and from their fir/# and beft Notions 


. I of right and wrong. 7 * 
It is hard to ſay whether Men's Principles and Opinions 
have a greater Influence on their Practice, or their Practice 
the gon their Principles and Opinions; Or to diſcoyer always 
e e 5 3 from 


” * - 
* rr 


ters not to my preſent Purpoſe whence the miſchief ori. 


that they will neither boggle at the Commiſſion of the 


Thefts have ſprang from Prodigality or Avarice? How much & 
Thus, as the Pſalnif? elegantly expre 


to fin on, in order to keep up our Intereſt and Reputation Yi 


A Sermon Preach d before * 
from which of theſe the Corruption begins in particular Per ind the 
ſons. For ſometimes men are debauched in their Lives anGenſe « 
Manners firſt, and ſo ſeeking to defend themſelyes by falſe Reſolu 
Reaſoning, embrace Errour : at others their minds are 
firſt ſecretly poiſoned by ſome one or more falſe Opinions, 
and they act in purſuance of them; and fo fall into great 
Impieties, and greater Abſurdities in Opinion. But it mat 


ginally flows, provided it be true that by either of theſe i 
ways Men's Judgments may in time be ſo far perverted 


greateſt Villanies, nor ſtrain in ſwallowing down the 
moſt damnable Doctrines and Tenets. And this is certain - L. 
ly true. For there is a certain proneneſs and Declivity in i 
vil; a Deſcent by Steps, which altho it be not ſo ſteep 
that men come to the bottom preſently, yet does not ea- Ni 
fily admit of a ſtop without turning back, and taking the Frai 
quite contrary Conrſe. The Reaſons of this Declivity are, i 
Hr, becauſe one Sin, or one wicked Opinion is natu- 8 
rally the Cauſe of another. 3 | 1 
Ft, One Sin naturally draws another after it. This is ind 
matter of daily Obſervation. How frequent is it with us fety 
to deny what we have done amiſs, and to cover our ſelves Fenitc 
from the ſhame and Puniſhment of our other Faults by | 
falſhood and lying? How common to defend our fraudu- 
lent and wrongful Dealings by Violence, and freſh inſtan- 'F 
ces of Injuſtice, to juſtify Slander by Detraction, and Diſo- 
bedience by Rebellion? How many Murders have been oc- @ 
caſioned by a fit of Intemperance in drinking? How many 
Lewdneſs and Debauchery from Exceſs and riotous Living? V. 
275 Ter we fall from e 
one wickedneſs to another: And the Commiſſion of one 
Crime lays us under a kind of Neceflity and Obligation 


with a Party, or to defend what we have done already, and Mi 
maintain a Conſiſtency and Uniformity in our Actions. 
This Matter cannot perhaps be better illuſtrated; than by nd 
the Inſtance of a Sinner, who by cool and ſober ge" 4 

| | and 


per 
 andGenſe of his unhappy: Condition, and poſſeſſed of ſtrong 
falſe Reſolutions to forſake his former fins, in earneſt ſets about 
s areſhe great and neceſſary Work of Reformation. It is hardly 
10ns 
great Temptations ſuch a one conſtantly meets with from his 
mat · ormer Sins, thro' the whole Courſe of his. Repentance. 


ori. Let us confider this Matter a little. What Anſwer ſhall he 
theſe give to his old Friends and Companions, when they up- 


erted Braid him with his Deſertion, and ſolicite him with all 


the neir Power to return to his former unlawful Pleaſures and 
the Recreations? If his Fortunes are broken by his former 
tain· Luxury and Extravagance, how ſhall he get himſelf a Live- 
y in ſihood without the baſe Arts of Flattery and Obſequiouſ- 
ſteep meſs? If he has contracted Debts and Obligations beyond 
t ea- Nis ability to ſatisfy, how ſhall he put of the numerous 
the Train of his Creditors and Attendants at the Time appointed, 
- are, Without Prevarication and breaking his Word? If he has 


atu- Entered into any ſecret Combination to exeeute ſome de- 


pperate and dark contrivance, how ſhall he quit his Deſign, 
is is znd ſhake of his Accomplices without endangering his 
h us Rfety. Theſe and a Thouſand like Difficulties lie in the 


lves Penitent's Way; And if he does not happily provide agar 


by them by a prudent Care and Foreſight, will ſoon unſettle his 
idu- Purpoſe of Amendment, vanquiſh his moſt ſolemn Vows and 
tan- Engagements, and make all his Reſolutions fall before them. 
fo» Nor is this cloſe Connexion and Dependance to be found 
 oc- @nly amongſt the As of Sin, but the Habit alſo. There is a 


any Ertain Chain that links together the Vices as well as the Ver- 


meh Wes. Infomuch that when a Man contracts a Habit of one 
ng? Vice, he at the ſame time contracts Diſpofitions and Ten- 
rom QGencics at leaſt towards others, which gathering ſtrength 
one by Time eaſily improve into Habits, and then are apt again 
tion d multiply their kind, and to beget new Tendencies and 
ion Diſpoſttions to Sin. So that it is the vaineſt thing ima- 
Sinable for a Man, whilſt he perſiſts reſolutely in ſinning, 
p think to be juſt as wicked as he pleaſes, to circumleribe 
by nd fer Bounds to his Iniquity, and to ſay, hitherto ſhalt' thou 

WV. : n 
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and the Aſſiſtance of divine Grace, being brought to a true 


Poſſible to imagine what mighty ObſtruRions and ſhrewd 
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alſo lead on to more diſtant falſhoods. And tho the Progreſs — 


they are planted; yet there is always the ſame Tendency 


6 A Sermon Preath d before | 

And thus it is with Reſpect to men's Principles too, as ſome 
well as their Practices. For one corrupt Doctrine or Opt- Autl 
nion is a ſtrong Byaſs upon the underſtanding continually then 
drawing it of to a greater Diſtance from Truth; and extend- gneſs 
ing it ſelf to other (no leſs pernicious) Conſequences, which 


and Growth of dangerous and ſinful Errors is ſometimes in 
quicker, at others more ſlow, according to the different Con- ted « 
ſtitutions of Men, and the Temper of the Soil in which of c 


in them, tho they do not always produce Effects equally 
lively and viſible, by Reaſon of ſome accidental Obſtru- tion 
tions and Indiſpoſitions in the Perſons receiving them. to o 
Add to this that a falſe and corrupt Opinion, if it hap- 
pens to be attacqued, uſually ſtands in need of ſeveral o- St 7 
thers to defend it, without the Aſſiſtance of which it can- man 
not poſſibly maintain its Ground, and therefore there is 2 or 
Neceſſity of embracing them for its ſake. 3+ For 

A Second obvious Reaſon of this Proneneſs and Decli- py, 
vity in Sin, is becauſe wicked Principles have a mighty In- Def 
Huence on men's Lives and Actions to make them wicked abſc 
too; and on the other hand a corrupt and vitious Lite ſeve 
naturally corrupts and blinds the Underſtanding, and by a not 


kind of Reaction fills the mind with erroneous and dam- } 
nable Opinions. So that there is a mutual and double Pro- that 
pagation both of Sin and Errour. For Errour does not gare 


only produce Errour, but Sin; and Sin does not produce and 
Sin only, but Errour alſo. And as it is an infallible maxim 
of divine Truth that men therefore love Darkneſs rather 8 
than light (that is greedily embrace Ignorance and Error) Reſ 
becauſe their Deeds are evil: So it is true alſo that mens þ 
Deeds are therefore evil, becauſe hey love darkneſs rather | to ſ 
than light that is becauſe they have embraced falſe and damna- one 
ble Opinions. But I ſhall not inſiſt any longer on this now. tled 
The /a/# Reaſon I ſhall aflign of this Declivity of Sin, and 


is becauſe the Holy Spirit of God gradually withdraws hi- 7 


kind and bleſſed Influence from Sinners, and at laſt leaves Jef; 
them to act without controul according to their own wicked the 
Imaginations. Every abuſe of the divine Grace does in and 
| © ſome 
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ſome degree grieve and vex the Holy Spirit, which is the 
* Author of it, and makes him retire farther from us. But 
1 then he is patient and long - ſuffering; waits upon our Hard- 
nd- 


| eſs and Impenitency, and labours to ſoften and reclaim 
nich ſus, and never totally deſerts us, till after very many and 
reſs } very ſore Provocations- But when we have perſiſted a long 
mes Time in our Obſtinacy and Perverſeneſs, and have corrup- 
on- ted our Underſtandings as well as our Lives, then, ſmall hopes 
nich Yof our Reformation appearing, he begins to ceaſe ſtruggling 
NCY Yand {triving with us, till in the End he utterly caſts us of, 
abſolutely refuſing to miſpend the pretious means of Salva- 
tru- tion any more upon us. And when we are left thus wholly 
nem. to our Selves and given up to a reprobate ſenſe, what can 
be expected but that like the Heathens of old, of which 
St Paul ſpeaks, we ſhould * work a{ Uncleanneſs, and all 
can- manner of other Impieties, 207th greedineſs? This is the 
: 18 4 4worſt Condition in which Men can poſſibly be in this Life. 
For Þ there remains no more Sacrifice for Sin, but a fearful 
ecli- Joking for of fiery Indignation to conſume ſuch preſumptuous 
In- Deſpiſers of God's Grace and Goodneſs. Then men fin of 
cked abſolute Neceſſity, and yet muſt give account, and anſwer 
Life ſeverely for all their Thoughts and Actions, tho' they are 
by a not now at Liberty, — they were antecedently free. 
dam- Thus having ſhewn the general Cauſes and Reaſons of 
Pro- that Declivity in Sin, whereby it comes to paſs that Men 
not Yare at laſt reconciled to thoſe things, they once. deteſted 
duce and abhorred; which was my firſt General Head, I come 
axim = | | 
ather 4 SECONDLY to give ſome Inſtances of it, both with 
cror) '{Reſpett to the Practices and Opinions of men. CE 
nens As to the firſt I ſhall need to ſay the leſs, becauſe it is eaſy 
ather to ſay ſo much. When the Parliament was called in forty 
imna- one there were few that came to it with premeditated and ſet- 
now. tled Reſolutions to attempt the diſſolution of theGovernment, 


Sin, and remove the antient Foundations either of Church or State. 
vs his Tn the Houſe of Lords, the Earl of Z/ex had not long 
eaves before this performed the Expedition. he was ſent upon by 
icked che King againſt the Scots: with exact Conduct and Fidelity, 


15 in and yet he was made afterwards General of the Rebel's Army. 
ome } 


.. 4. 19. Þ Heb, 10. 26. 27 And 
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And it is a great 2 whether Pym the firſt Mover of 
Sedition chie 
. Houſe, had laid at that Time half that Miſchief which he 
afterwards effected. This at leaſt is certain that if he had 
communicated any ſuch wicked Intentions to his blind fol- 
lowers, molt of them would have fled from him as from 
the Peſtilence; and he would have appeared as odious and 
loathſome to them, as he did afterwards to his Seryants and 


neareſt Relations, when by the juſt Judgment of God he lay 
languiſhing of that ſtrange and abominable Diſtemper, that 


Put an End both to his Villany and Life. 


Every one that. reads but with ordinary Attention the 


incomparable Hiſtory of that unnatural Rebellion, with the 
noble Author's juſt and uſeful Remarques upon the ſeve- 
ral Steps and Paſſages of it, can't but ſee and obſerve how 
thoſe who at firſt had hardly any ill Deſigns, nor ſuſpected 
others of 8 came by Degrees to be involved in the 
worſt: And that ſeveral of thoſe who were madelſt and re- 
ſerved Rebels in forty one, in forty eight ſat with impu- 
dent Faces in the high Court f Za/iice, as they were plea- 
ſed to call it; and to the eternal Reproach and Diſhonour 
of the Chriſtian, as well as Engliſh, Name, ſign'd a Deed of 
that monſtrous Nature, ſo prodigiouſly wicked, that as bad 
as the World ever was, or is, ſtands alone, (God be thanked) 
as yet without Precedent or Parallel in Hiſtory. What 
future Times may produce when the ſame Principles are 


encouraged, and the {ame Methods are again purſued, God 


only knows. 


Nor Secondly would it be more difficult to give Examples 


of the prodigious growth of ill Principles out of the Hiſtory 

of the ſame Times, were not our own as proper to furniſh us 

with them. 

I, thall give one which reſpects Submiſſion to the Soveraign 
Power of a Nation, and that ſhall ſerve inſtead of many. 

Every one knows that the old Doctrine was that the 


Supreme Power might not be lawfully reſiſted in any poſ- 


lible Caſe, or upon any Pretence whatſoe ver, and that this 
was always taken to be the Doctrine of the primitive Church 


and of the Church of England; and to be plainly enough 


2 5 a ſſerted 


Leader of the furious Party in the other 


DDr 


the Vniverſity of Oxford. 
aſſerted in the Scriptures, eſpecially by St Paul and St Peter 
in their Epiſtles. = EE 
A little to ſoften and relax ſo rigid a Doctrine ſome 
(perhaps not ill-meaning) Perſons ventured to propoſe an 
Exception not found in the Scriptures, nor authorized 
either by the primitive or preſent Church, of a ſingle 
Caſe, in which it ſhould be viſibly impoſſible by any other 
means to preſerve the Lives-and Fortunes, the Religion and 
Liberties of the whole Community, and to make a doubt 
(at leaſt) whether Reſiſtance in that Caſe might not be law- 
ful. The next Step was to except this Cafe abſolutely ; 
and peremptorily to conclude Reſiſtance lawful on the uni- 
ted Reaſons of the Preſervation of our Lives, Liberties, 
Properties and Religion from viſible and imminent Ruin. 
Afterwards theſe Reaſons came to be divided, and a pal- 
pable Invaſion upon the Rights of the whole Community 
in any Reſpect by the ſupreme Authority, was thought a 
ſufficient Reaſon to juſtify Reſiſtance. 1 
Here a rational Man might poſſibly have expected a Sto 
becauſe it ſeems to be as much as the moſt preſſing Necel⸗ 5 
ſities of a Community can require, to be /ez free from the 


Prohibition of Reſiſtance in all che foregoing Inſtances, 


But alas! the great Captain and Champion of this our Cauſe 
is advanced farther, and we mult follow him; who aſſerts 
it not to be Awful] only, but a neceflary Duty in all ſuch 
Caſes to take up the Arms of Reſiſtance for the publick Good. 

Let us now look back to the Precipice, and conſider 
from whence we are fallen. It is not very long ſince Re- 
fiſtance of the ſupreme Power was commonly thought ab- 
ſolutely unlawful in any Caſe. Now it is not only thought 
lawful to reſiſt the ſame in Defence of our Lives, Liberties, 
Properties or Religion, but not to reſiſt in Defence of either, 
when the Publick 1s attacqued in either, is accounted a Crime 


and an Oppo/ition to the will of God; and to aſſert the contrary 


Principle is look d on as not only very abſurd and ridicu- 


bout, but as dangerons and unſafe. But how dangerous ſoe- 


yer it may be to aſſert ſuch a Doctrine, if it be the Doctrine 


of Chriſt and his Apoſtles (as I think it is) I am ſure it 


mult be much more dangerous, (cl pecially to a Miniſter 3 
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the Goſpel) to be aſhamed or afraid to aſſert it, and main- 


tain it too againſt all Oppoſition. And I ſhall therefore beg 
leave to ſay ſomething to what has been advanced by thece- 
lebrated Patron of the Doctrine (and indeed Duty) of Reſi- 
ſtance in the Caſes before mentioned. There is one Argu- 
ment above others which occurs very often in his writings 
on this Subject, and in which he ſeems to take great Delight 
and Satisfaction. For he has placed it in ſeveral Lights, 
cloath d it with variety of Expreſſion, and by help of it 
has enervated and explained away St Pauls Argument, 
(or at leaſt what was commonly taken to be his Argument) 
in the 1375 Chapter to the Romans; and has framed an 
anſwer from it alſo to ſeveral other Texts of Scripture. 
The Argument is this. That it is impoſſible that any 
King, Prince, or Governour ſhould be the «Minter of God 
or the Ordinance of God, or that he ſhould act by. God's Au- 
thority or by a Commiſſion from him whilſt he is oppreſſing 
and tyrannizing over his Subjects, or any longer than he 
conſults their good; and that to affert the contrary 1s no- 
thing leſs than Blaſphemy. The Conſequence of which is 
this, that to reſiſt a Prince when he acts unjuſtly cannot 
be reſiſting God's Hiniſier or Oramance; and that he may 
and ought to be reſiſted by the Community, when the good 
of the Community requires it. This ſeems to me to be one 
main Support of his Cauſe, and indeed that in which 515 
great ſtrength lies; inſomuch that if he ſhould happen to 


be at any time deprived of it, and have it utterly taken 


from him, he would become weak, and lite another Man. 
I ſhall endeavour to invalidate this Argument by the fol- 
lowing Conſideratiens. N e £497 
Firſt it ſeems to prove too much. For it will prove 
that the ſupreme Power or Governour of a Nation may be 


lawfully reſiſted on account of one ſingle Act of Injuſtice 
whether of a publick or private Nature, notwithſtanding 


that St Paul aſſerts ſuch a Perſon to be the Miniſter of God, 
and to be ordained of God. I ſay notwithſtanding any Ar- 

ument that can be drawn from St Paul's calling him the 
Ainiſter or Ordinance of God. For J acknowledge that this 
Author does ailert. in many Places that a Prince may not 


the Univerſity of Oxford. 11 


be lawfully reſiſted on account of one ſingle act of un- 


juſt and arbitrary Power of what nature ſoever; but then 


he grounds this Aſlertion upon a quite different Reaſon; 
not becauſe he continues ſtill to be the Miniſter of God; 
but becauſe it is not for the good of the Community to re- 
ſilt him on any account, except to prevent the utter Ruin 


of the Publick. 


But it may reaſonably be queſtioned whether all chat ap- 
prove his other Notions, will agree with him in this. Far 
if a Prince may be reſiſted and depoſed to prevent the ut- 


ter Ruin of a Community, why may he not be reſiſted 


and depoſed to prevent the partial Ruin of. it, or to obtain 
ſome mighty Advantage to it? Or why ſhould this Author 
think Reſiſtance can never promote the Publick Good of a 
Community, but when it is made uſe of for its immediate 
Preſervation? This ſeems to be but an arbitrary and ground- 
leſs Aſſertion. But if it be granted to be poſſible that 9 
Publick Good may be promoted by Reliſtance in ſome Caſes, 
beſides where the immediate Preſervation of the Publick is 
concerned, then will it juſtify Reſiſtance in thoſe Caſes alſo. 
In ſhort it may poſſibly ſometimes happen, that a Prince 
who is in the main good and gratious to his Subjects, may 
fit at the Helm of Government, at a time when the State of 
Affairs, and the Good of the Community require a more wiſe 


or more active Governour; and it may be poſlible at the 


ſame Time to diſplace the preſent Poſleſſor without much 
hazard or trouble to the Community. In this Cafe he has 
nothing left to protect him, but his Divine Commiſſion and 
Character: and, according to this Author, he forfeits that by 
one ſingle Act of arbitrary and illegal Government, But 
Secondly, let us fee how this Way of arguing will hold 
in Caſes of a private Nature. A. Father has an Authority 
given him by God over his Children, which Authority 8 
alſo given him for their good. But ſuppoſe he ſhould have 
been guilty of ſome one act of Cruelty or unkindneſs to- 
wards them. Will it follow that he has forfeited his Autho- 
rity over them, and that they may lawfully reſiſt him? 


It is true indeed; God has not authorized him to play the 


Tyrant over them, or to grieve and vex them at his Plea- 
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ſure. But will his unjuſtifiable Behaviour towards them 
abſolve them from the Duties of Reſpect and Obedience? 
The ſame may be applied to the Caſe of Maſters and their 


Servants. And both theſe Caſes being of a private Nature, 


no collateral Conſiderations of Publick Good can come in 


to relieve and ſupport a diſtreſſed Argument. 
Thirdly to give a full and diſtin& Solution to this Fal- 


lacy. I ſay that the ſupreme Governour of a Nation is 
the Minifer and Ordinance of God, that he ſtands inveſted 
with his Authority, and acts by vertue of a Commiſſion from 
him 1n all hs regal and publick Acts, whether they promote 
the good or tend to the harm of the Community; and thar 
to aflert this does not reflect diſhonour upon God, whoſe 


Miniſter he is, and who gave him his Commiſſion and Autho- | 


rity.Indeed to affirm that God has given any man an Authority 
orCommiſſion to oppreſs and injure others, is to charge him con- 
ſequentially with being the Author of Evil. But to ſay that he 
has given a Perſon an Authority or Commiſſion by the 4b»/e 
of which he oppreſſes and injures Others, is not to fix any 
ſuch blaſphemons Charge upon him, any more than to ſay 
that God has endued Men with a Liberty of Action by the 


| Abuſe of which they often fall into grievous Sin, would 


be to accuſe him of being the Author of Sin, and to fix the 
like blaſphemous Charge upon him. When a Prince op- 


 Prefiles his Subjects he does not act according to the Com- 


million God has given him, it is true; but nevertheleſs he 
acts by Vertue of his Commiſſion. And I would ask this 


Author whether if, in ſpeaking of a Prince's oppreſſing his 


Subjects, one ſhould let fall this Expreſſion, that ſuch a Prince 
abuſes his Divine Commiſſion, the Expreſſion might not be 
allowed to be proper; If he ſays it might, then J argue; 
that the Abuſe of a Commiſſion ſuppoſes it; and that no 
one is capable of abuſing a Commiſſion, but he that has one. 
And why ſhall not this be as good an Argument to prove 
that a Prince has a Commiſſion from God, at the time he 
opprefles his Subjects, as to aſſert that a Prince cannot have 


a Divine Commillion when he oppreſſes his Subjects, becauſe 


God never gave any Man a Commiſion to oppreſs, is an 
Argument that a Tytannical and Oppreſſive Prince has no 


lack 
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ſuch Commiſſion. To act not according to, or even contra- 


ry to the ultimate End and Deſian of a Commiſſion, and to 
act altogether ww/7houtz a Commiſſion are certainly very dif- 


ferent and diſtin Apprehenſions. For Inſtance, Let us 
ſuppoſe ſome Perſons accuſing the Deputy of a Province 
before his King or Emperour of Oppreſſion: will they 
charge him with having ated without a Commiſſion 2 No 
certainly. For then it would be very eaſy for him to clear 
himſelf of the Accuſation by producing his Commiſſion. But 
they will charge him with having not acted according to, 
or elſe with having acted contrary to the Intention of it. 

For I would know what it is that diſtinguiſhes a Tyrant 
from an Uſurper, and whar is the preciſe Conception of each, 
if every Prince that oppreſſes his Subjects be an Uſurper pro- 


perly ſpeaking, as I conceive he mult be if he acts without 


a Commiſſion, as this Author ſuppoſes. A Prince that op- 
preſſes his Subjects is indeed a Tyrant whether he be law- 
fully pollzſs'd of the Adminiſtration or no. And again 2 
Prince, not rightfully poſſeſs'd of the Adminiſtration, is an 
Uſurper whether he oppreſſes the Community or no. From 
whence it follows that an Intruder and wrongful Poſſeſſor, 
as he is undoubtedly an Ulurper, ſo he may become a Tyrant 
too by male- Adminiſtration : but a rightfull and lawful 
Prince can never become an Uſurper by male-Admi- 
niſtration, unleſs a Tyrant and an Uſurper be one and 
the ſame Notion and Thing. In a Word; Opprei- 


ſion with a Commiſſion is mere Opn; but Oppreſſion 


without a Commiſſion is not only bare Oppreſſion, bus 
implys in it the notion of Uſurpation alſo. The one is a 
ſingle, the other a complicated Crime. For to govern with- 
out a Commiſſion, altho' a Man ſhould govern well, is it 
ſelf a Crime. The Summ of all is this; that the Fallacy hes 
altogether in the Manner of Expreſſion. To aſſert that God 
has given to Princes an Authority or Commiſhon to oppreſs 
their Subjects is highly reflecting on his honour ; but ta 
aſſert that he has given them a Commiſſion or Authority (not 
to oppreſs but) to govern their Subjects by vertue of which 
they too often oppreſs them ; Or, which is the ſame thing, 
that they are the Miniflers of God even whilſt they op- 
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preſs them, has nothing formidable in it. However to re- 
move all ſcruple of this kind, I ſhall endeavour " 
Fourthly, to juſtify this way of Expreſſion by Examples of 
it in Scripture. The firſt is that of David who called Saul 
the Lordi anointed (which Expreſſion anſwers to St Paul's 
Miniſter or Ordinance of God) at the very Time he was pur- 
ſuing his Life, and a little after he had ſlain fourſcore and 
five Prieſts of the Lord, * and put a whole City, Men, Wo- 
men, and Children to the Sword, only for having ſupplied 
him with Bread, and neceſſary ſubſiſtance: Who can 
Stretch forth his hand againft the Lord's anointed and be 
gurlikeſs? In the 267h Chapter of the 1/7 Book of Samuel 
at the 915 Verſe. And before in the 247% Chapter at the 52h 
and 67h Verſes, when he had cut of Saul Skirt, the Text 
ſays, that his Heart (mote him, and that he ſaid to his Men; 
The Lord forbid that I ſhould ab this thing unto my mater 
the Lord's anointed; 10 Hretch forth my hand againſt him, 
feemng he is the Lord's anointed, From whence IJ argue that 


it was David's Opinion, at leaſt, that his Divine Commiſſion 
continued notwithſtanding his male. Adminiſtration, and that 


there was no harm in calling him the Lords anointed whilſt 
he was acting and contriving ſuch abominable Cruelty and 
Injuſtice. 3 


And here I can't but take notice that this Advocate for 


the Doctrine of Reſiſtance having undertaken to conſider 


David's Example, and being hard preſs d by it, and labouring 


to relieve himſelf from it, has dropt this unlucky exprel- 
ſion, f that it would have been the higheſt Crime in David 
to have killed a Man whom he knew God had appointed to 


reigu. What? Had God appointed Saul to reign, and had 
he ſtill the Divine Authorny and Commiſſion when he had 
been guilty of ſo much Tyranny and Injuſtice? Was he ſtill 


the Miniſter and Ordinance of God? Why elſe would it have 
been ſo high a Crime in David to have killed him? Surely 


not becaufe he would have done much miſchief to the pub- 
lick by it. Thus has this renowned Author kindly made 


himſelf partaker of the ſame Blaſphemy, which he ſo un- 
kindly A apo omen: co” J 
Another Example of this way of Expreſſion is our bleſſed 
I Sam. 22. Chap, + Mr Hoadly's Meaſures of Submif.24 Edit. P. 12 8. Lord 


the Univerſity of Oxford, 15 


Lord himſelf, who acknowledged Filate the Covernourꝭ 


Power to be from God, a little before he paſs d the moſt un- 
juſt Sentence of Condemnation upon him, in the 194 


Chapter of St John's Goſpel at the 1074 and 1174 Verſes. 


hen ſaith Pilate anto him ſpeakeſt thou not unto ms? Anow- 
et thou not that I have Power to crucifie thee, and have 
Power to releaſe thee? Jelus anſwered, thou coulaſt haue no 
Power againſt me, unleſs 1t was given thee from above. 
Now whether our Bleſſed Saviour is to be underſtood here 


to mean that Pzlate was particularly deſign d, and mark'd out 


by God to be the Inſtrument of our Salvation, by condemning 
the Lord of Life, and putting him to Death, and for that Rea- 
{on God had raiſed him up (as he is ſaid to have done Pharaob 
on another Account) and ſer him over the Province of Zudea ; 
or whether he only recognizes Pzlaze's Authority to hear and 
judge his Cauſe as he was the lawful Governour of that Pro- 
vince, without intimating any particular Deſignation of him 
to ſuch a Purpoſe, it is all one to the matter in hand. The 
words taken either way amount to an acknowledgement of a 
lawful Power and Authority in the Governour over him. 
If then our bleſſed Saviour declared Pare to act by vertue of 
a Divine Power and Commiſſion when he ſat to judge him, 
and was juſt about to paſs the moſt unjuſt Judgment of 
Death upon him, then molt, aſſuredly it is not Blaſphemy 
to aſſert that Princes and Governours act (tho contrary to 
the intent of, yet) by vertue of a Divine Power and Commiſ- 
fion when they are guilty of the molt grievous Oppreſſions, 
and Invaſions upon the rights and privileges of their Subjects. 

I am not ignorant that the aforementioned Author has 
conſidered this Text alſo; and that he ſays upon it that 
* whatſoever Power comes to men by the Providence of God 
is grven them from above, aud ſuch (he ſays) Pilates Power 
was. But what would he be underſtood to mean by this 
doubtful Expreſſion > Does he mean that all Power which 
comes to men by the bare Permiſſion of divine Providence 
(ſuch for Inſtance as is the Power of Highway-men and Rob- 
bers over, innocent Perſons) is given them from above? Be- 
ſides other Inconveniences. of ſuch an Interpretation it ren- 
ders our Saviour's Anſwer to Pilate poor and jejune ſenſe, 
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But if Pilutes Power came not to him by bare Permiſſion, 


but by Appointment of Providence (as it undoubtedly did, 
ſuppoſing him to have been a lawful Magiſtrate) then our 


Saviour's anſwer implies thus much; that he was willing 


to acknowledge Pilates Authority to try him to be from 


God, even altho he ſhould abuſe that Authority by con- 


demning him unjuſtly; as he knew he would. Nor does 


this Interpretation infer (as this Author would have it) that 


there was any thing in Pz/aze's Commiſſion as a Governour, 


to juſtify him in his unjuſt Proceedings: It only juſtifies 
his Commillion, not his Proceedings upon it; Or, in other 
words, it only ſhews that his Crime did not ly in taking up- 


on him to try a Cauſe that did not belong to his Juriſ- 
diction, and of which therefore he ought not to have taken 
Cognizance, but in a wrong and unjuſt Determination of 
a Cauſe that came regularly before him. | 

I hope what I have ſaid in Oppoſition to this Author 


will not be thought altogether a Digreſſion, ſince my firſt | 


Deſign led the Way towards it; nor is it at all foreign to 
the particular Occaſion of this Day's Solemnuy, or the 


preſent Poſture of the Times. I am ſenſible that anſwering 


one Argument alone (how popular and prevailing ſoever) 
tho' it may weaken, yet will not overthrow a. Caule. 
That I leave as the Buſineſs of a much larger Diſcourſe 
and much abler Pen. i 

But after all that can be ſaid for it, the Doctrine of 
Non- Reſiſtance is too much a Doctrine of the Croſs not 
to meet with great Oppoſition from the Prejudices and Paſ- 


fions of Men. Fleſh and Bloud and corrupt Reaſon will 


{et up the great Law of Self- Preſervation againſt it, and 


lind a thouſand Abſurdities and Contradictions in it. And 


when Men are diſpoſed to an univerſal Latitude both in 
Opinion and Practice, it is impoſſible to preach ſuch rigo- 
rous Doctrines without diſobliging; eſpecially if it be done 
with Boldneſs and Authority. Without doubt at ſuch Sea- 
ſons. 1t is both the ſafeſt, and moſt compendious way to 
Preferment to gloze and fall in with the Corruptions of 
humane Nature : And he that 1s refolved to adhere firml 

to the Duty of his Function, and to bear up bravely ** 
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the Torrent, hath nothing left to do, but to take up his Croſs, 


and look beyond this World to that Crown of Life and 


Glory which our Saviour will give to thoſe that continue 
faithful unto Death. If the Apoltle's Prophecy be fulhlled, 
and the Time is come when Men will not endure found 
Doctrine, we cannot help it. We are appointed to feed 
the Flock of Chriſt, to be inſtant in Seaſon and out of Sea- 
ſon, to Reprove, Rebuke and Exhort with all Authority, 
to contend earneſtly for the divine Myſteries and Precepts, 
and to watch for their Souls, who watch for our Ruin. 
Nor let us think it enough that we hold our Peace in this 
evil Day, and do not concur when the ſacred Truths are 
openly attacqued, leſt we ſhould be interpreted at the great 
and terrible Day of the Lord to have been aſhamed of the 
Goſpel of Chriſt, to have betrayed our holy Religion, and 
tamely given up thoſe valuable things for which ſo many 
before us have gloriouſly died; and laſtly, leſt we ſhould 
have a Portion allotted us with our Adverſaries. For the 
* Fearful as well as the Unbeheumg ſball have their Part in 
the Lake that burneth with Fire and Hrimſtone, which is the 
ſecond Death. From which God of his infinite Mercy deli- 
ver both us, and them for the Merits and thro' the Media- 
tion of his dear Son, to Whom with the Father and the 


Holy Ghoſt be aſcribed all Honour and Glory, now and for 


evermore. Amen. 
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